
 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-070          -1- 
RELATING TO GROWTH MANAGEMENT,  
ADOPTING AN INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE  
REGULATING THE USE OF MOBILE HOME PARKS, ETC. 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

Snohomish County, Washington 
 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 08-0701 
 

RELATING TO GROWTH MANAGEMENT, ADOPTING AN INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE 
REGULATING THE USE OF MOBILE HOME PARKS, ADOPTING INTERIM ZONING  

MAPS, AMENDING SCC 30.22.130, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY,  
AND SETTING A HEARING DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the Council recognizes that decent housing in a suitable living environment is 
essential to the pursuit of a vital economy and a healthy community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act (GMA) and the Snohomish County Comprehensive 
Plan recognize the importance of availability of housing that people can afford as a pivotal 
element in the success of our communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, nationwide, about fifty-five thousand manufactured home park communities are 
home to roughly ten million residents, or three million five hundred thousand families, of which 
seventy-five percent are considered low-income; and 
 
WHEREAS, in many markets, homes in manufactured home park communities tend to remain 
affordable, compared to homes on fee-simple land; and 
 
WHEREAS, new manufactured homes generally sell for about a quarter of the price of new 
single-family units, with median sales prices for new manufactured homes at fifty-one thousand 
dollars compared to two hundred twenty thousand dollars for new single-family units, according 
to the 2005 United States Census; and 
 
WHEREAS, preserved resident-owned communities can remain accessible to low-income 
families as homes in these communities gain acceptance as a home ownership asset from low-
income mortgage programs like the American Downpayment Dream Initiative and the dozens of 
other demand-side programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, although manufactured home park closures and resident displacement is not a new 
threat to their residents and families, an ever-growing number of manufactured home park 
communities are coming under threat of closure as cities, suburbs and outlying areas expand 
and the underlying property becomes increasingly valuable for development; and 
 
WHEREAS, manufactured home park community residents are vulnerable to displacement 
because, although they own their homes, they do not own the land upon which their homes rest; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, this expanding pace and scale of closures has sent thousands of mostly low- and 
moderate-income manufactured home owners scrambling to relocate; and 

                                                 
1 The reference in section 3.A of this Ordinance to “SCC 30.21.025(1)(a)(4)” is a typographical error.  The correct 
citation is “SCC 30.21.025(1)(b)(iv).” 
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